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1 University Housing ServicesDorms remain open at reduced capacity 
Dining Commons
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Weekends: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Student Union
CLOSED
Spartan Recreation & Aquatic Center 
CLOSED
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Visit website for matierals and tutoring
Spartan Food Pantry and SJSU Cares
Monday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tuesday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Counseling and Psychological 
Services & Advising
CAPS will continue to off er sessions via phone 
and Zoom. Call to set up an appointment at 
408-924-5910
Student Health and Wellness Center
To schedule an appointment, call 408-924-61228
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SJSU Fall semester mainly online amid pandemic
COVID-19
PPE STATIONS 
By Laura Fields 
STAFF WRITER
ONLINE 
SOURCES: SJSU WEBSITE, EMAIL FROM CHARLIE FAAS, VICE PRESIDENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE; INFOGRAPHIC BY MARCI SUELA
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In-person campus services limited 
Downtown San Jose residents 
experienced power outages Tuesday 
night as Pacific Gas and Electric 
company (PG&E) continues to institute 
rotating outages throughout the city 
everyday this week, according to a 
San Jose State campuswide email from 
Vincent Del Casino Jr., provost and 
senior vice president of Academic 
Affairs and Patrick Day, vice president 
of Student Affairs. 
The outage happened downtown 
around 7:40 p.m. and will proceed 
lasting one to two hours from 3 p.m. to 
10 p.m. for the rest of the week.
PG&E stated on their website that 
because high temperatures threaten the 
electric system, it is necessary to turn 
off electricity in the interest of safety, 
otherwise known as a Public Safety 
Power Shutoff (PSPS).  
San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo 
stated he confirmed the company’s 
faulty infrastructure is to blame for 
extended outages and “they must 
also be held accountable for their 
continued failure to live up to their 
responsibilities,”according to an Aug. 17 
San Jose Spotlight article. 
Even though PG&E stated it recognizes 
the effects outages could have in the 
middle of stay-at-home orders and 
have made the events “smaller in size, 
shorter in length and smarter for [their] 
customers,” many San Jose residents are 
testifying to PG&E’s failure.
Mariana Garcia Serrato, a San 
Jose resident, tweeted on Aug. 17 to 
California Governor Gavin Newsom 
that the neighborhood of Silverleaf 
in San Jose went 62 hours without 
power, which she later tweeted lasted an 
additional three hours. 
As a STEM Public Based Learning 
(PBL) educator, Garcia Serrato also said 
that virtual classrooms were canceled 
because even though her site had power, 
165 of her students were absent because 
of PG&E’s “negligence.” 
PG&E stated on Twitter that its 
customers should start conserving 
energy, such as turning off unneeded 
lights, using less of major appliances 
and keeping an air conditioning at 78 
degrees or higher, everyday this week. 
According to the PG&E website, 
residents can sign up for PSPS ZIP code 
alerts to know the latest on public power 
outages. 
Follow Bryanna on Twitter
@brybartlett
By Bryanna Bartlett
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
ONLINE | Page 2
As students remotely return to their studies this fall, the 
San Jose State Adapt Plan states the campus remains in the 
second phase of reopening, or the “Modified Campus” stage, 
as of Aug. 19, allowing limited in-person classes to take place 
while all other classes and services are conducted online.
“As a student it’s frustrating because you just want to know,” 
Kristiara Garcia, a teaching credential graduate student, said. 
“As a preschool teacher, I just want to know my schedule so I 
can inform my director.”
Garcia said a minimum requirement for her to feel safe 
would be to require the use of masks on campus at all times. 
Face masks will be required on campus, except when in 
private. And personal protective equipment will be available 
at the Student Wellness Center, Facilities Development and 
Operations building and parking offices within the 7th street 
garage, according to the SJSU Adapt Plan.  
The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, Diaz Compean 
Student Union, transportation office and print services, were 
all school services Garica said she would utilize. 
But this semester she and other SJSU students will need to 
find new ways to go about school as the coronavirus pandemic 
has kept campus closed to large crowds since mid-March, 
according to the California Department of Public Health. 
“The [Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.] library’s reopening 
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Campus administrators are in the process of making fi nal 
decisions on what services will be available and which 
buildings will be open for the fall semester.
Robin McElhatton
SJSU public aff airs communication specialist 
SJSU complies with new Title IX Statute 
San Jose State announced 
its compliance with the 
new Title IX regulations 
pertaining to criteria and 
procedure of how complaints 
will be investigated in a 
campuswide email Friday.
The move is mandated 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education and SJSU must 
comply to avoid losing 
federal funding. 
Title IX is part of the 
Education Amendments 
of 1972, which prohibits 
discrimination on the 
basis of sex at any federally 
funded institution. Its 
purpose is to avoid the use of 
federal funds to promote sex 
discrimination and provide 
better protection, according 
to the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 
All 23 California State 
University campuses would 
have lost funding if they 
failed to comply by August 
14, Kathleen Wong(Lau), 
SJSU’s chief diversity officer, 
stated in the email. 
“SJSU is firmly 
committed to responding 
to and addressing sexual 
harassment and sexual 
misconduct that affects 
the CSU community,” 
Wong(Lau) stated in 
the email. 
Wong(Lau) said when 
the Title IX Office receives 
a formal complaint, 
Addendum B: Federal 
Mandated Hearing 
Addendum, will first be 
applied to see if the case 
meets the criteria set forth. 
If it doesn’t, then the case 
will be investigated under 
CSU Executive Orders 1096, 
1097 or Addendum A which 
have broader qualifications 
for misconduct. 
Complaints under 
Addendum B require the 
incident to have occurred in 
the U.S., within a recognized 
program or activity part of 
the university or on property 
with university interest. 
Scope of Investigation
One of the key changes 
highlighted in the new 
addendum is the scope of 
the investigation.
The Title IX coordinator 
can further review 
misconduct allegations that 
don’t fall under Addendum 
B, meaning anything that 
does not fall under the 
Addendum A criteria, that 
come up in investigation as 
well as provide resolution 
through Addendum B or 
other CSU policies. 
Under Addendum B, live 
hearings will be done via 
videoconferencing, unless 
otherwise appropriate, and 
each party will be given 10 
minutes of opening remarks, 
but no closing remarks.
According to Addendum 
B, each party must have a 
hearing advisor present for 
questioning purposes of 
other parties.
A hearing advisor, 
which may be the same 
as the support advisor, is 
responsible for questioning 
the opposing party and 
witnesses during the hearing.
If either the complainant 
or respondent don’t have a 
hearing advisor, a trained 
one will be provided to them 
by CSU, Wong(Lau) said. 
During the meeting, the 
hearing officer may begin 
by asking the witnesses 
and parties questions. A 
summary statement could 
also be presented by the 
Title IX coordinator or the 
investigator, according to 
Addendum B. 
Questions could be 
submitted for review of 
relevancy as determined by 
the hearing officer before 
the hearing, as well as during 
the hearing the officer must 
deem a question relevant 
before it could be answered 
and there can be no 
objections. 
Questions should be asked 
in a respectful manner and if 
they are not, the questions 
need to be reframed. 
Addendum B requires 
that the hearing officer not 
base their decision solely 
on what others say at the 
hearing unless that person 
testifies, nor can the hearing 
officer form their decision 
from a person’s lack of 
answering questions.
Appeal process 
Another key amendment 
to Title IX is the appeal 
process included in 
Addendum B, which must be 
filed in writing 10 business 
days after the decision letter. 
A decision letter will be 
emailed to the respondent 
and complainant by the 
university president after the 
hearing officer presents their 
recommendations. The letter 
will include the outcome of 
the investigation, a redacted 
copy of the hearing officer’s 
report and steps to appeal to 
the Chancellor’s office.
In order to appeal, the 
written statement must show 
lack of evidence, procedural 
irregularities, conflict of 
interest, abuse of discretion 
or new evidence.
CSU Executive Orders 
and Addendum A
Wong(Lau) stated in the 
email that if it’s determined 
the complaint doesn’t meet 
Addendum B guidelines, 
it will be reviewed under 
CSU’s single-investigator 
model under Executive 
Orders 1096 or 1097, which 
is the CSU’s way of reviewing 
student misconduct cases. 
Should the allegations 
not meet Addendum B, or 
EO 1096 or 1097 criteria, 
it will be evaluated under 
Addendum A. 
Addendum A, EO 1096 
and EO 1997 all have broader 
criteria for suspected 
violations involving any 
student, staff or faculty, even 
if the incident happened at 
a non-SJSU location and 
outside the U.S.
Wong(Lau) said the 
universities can address 
misconduct through their 
individual campus policies 
and state’s regulations, 
adding that California law 
and CSU policies provide 
more coverage than federal 
statutes. 
Moreover, Wong(Lau) 
said while there are some 
new changes, employees 
are still required to report 
possible sexual misconduct, 
sexual harassment, stalking 
and domestic violence to 
the Title IX office, unless 
otherwise exempt by CSU 
policy.
“Regardless of which 
process, or whether a 
case meets criteria for an 
investigation, our Title IX 
team continues to provide 
supportive measures and 
other services,”  Wong(Lau) 
said.
By Andrea Briseño 
NEWS EDITOR
SJSU is fi rmly committed to responding 
to and addressing sexual harassment 
and sexual misconduct that aff ects the 
CSU community.
Kathleen Wong(Lau)
SJSU chief diversity offi  cer
Follow Andrea on Twitter
@Andrea_Briseno_
ILLUSTRATION BY HANZ PACHECO
plan is still being reviewed by the campus 
Department of Environmental Health and 
Safety,” said Ann Agee, interim dean of the 
university library, in an email. “We expect to 
have more details soon.”
Agee said they are working on making 
updates to the MLK Library, such as signage, 
and will allow students to make reservations 
online for a study space once the building is 
reopened.
No study groups will be allowed, as seats 
must be at least 250 feet apart, and the library 
will be closed for cleaning in intervals. 
“This way, we will be able to limit capacity 
to the number required by county and state 
guidelines,” Agee said. 
Agee said while the building remains closed 
for now, MLK Library services have continued 
to be available online to students.
“Over the summer, use of the library’s chat 
service increased over 200%,” Agee said.
There is no specified date for when the MLK 
Library will reopen at the time of publication .
Assistance with borrowing and requesting 
materials is available via chat, late night 
tutoring and the Student Technology Training 
Center through Zoom, according to their 
website. 
Robin McElhatton, SJSU public affairs 
communication specialist, said a plan to 
reopen student services, such as the Student 
Union and Spartan Recreation and Aquatic 
Center (SRAC), are still underway. 
“Campus administrators are in the process 
of making final decisions on what services will 
be available and which buildings will be open 
for the fall semester,” McElhatton said. 
George McIntyre, industrial technology 
senior, said while living in Campus Village B 
he has seen the pandemic’s effect on the SJSU 
Dining Commons and on-campus living. 
“All food is take-out only, kind of similar to 
last semester,” McIntyre said. 
The Dining Commons will be students’ 
main choices for food, as well as the Village 
Market, Paseo Fresh, Panda Express and 
Starbucks, because other traditional campus 
options are closed, according to the Spartan 
Eats campus dining website. 
The Spartan Food Pantry will also be 
available for students experiencing food 
insecurity on Mondays and Tuesdays during 
the Fall semester, according to their website. 
McIntyre said he feels heard after Spartan 
Eats implemented hand sanitizers upon his 
request.
Last semester, McIntyre felt uneasy with 
his roommates going places at the start of the 
shelter-in-place order.
“One came back from a party coughing and 
then I started coughing,” McIntyre said.
This semester, McIntyre said he only has 
one roommate and the dorms have reduced 
the amount of residents to accommodate for 
social distancing.
Health services and Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) will be open 
and available for all students to use for fall 
semester through tele-health services, which 
consist of video or phone sessions, as stated in 
the SJSU Adapt Plan.
CAPS Director Kell Fujimoto said they 
continue to see existing patients. However, 
they have experienced a decline in new 
patients and expect to see that adjust after the 
start of the semester. 
Fujimoto said he acknowledges that the 
pandemic has created additional stressors 
on people’s finances, relationships, housing 
and education, which has led to feelings of 
isolation and depression among students. 
Anita Manuel, associate director of career 
education, said the Career Center services 
and staff are all available via live chat and have 
upcoming career education and professional 
events that will be hosted online this semester. 
“We’ve gone virtual,” she said. “We are here 
and ready to help students with the same level 
of professionalism, expertise and access to 
opportunities all from the comfort of your 
home.”
This article will be updated when new 
information becomes available.
Crime Blotter
Possession/carry/transport billy club, 
possession other weapon on campus
August 12, 8:38 a.m. at Lot 3
Adult arrest
Possession of unlawful paraphernalia
August 12, 1:49 p.m. at Tower Hall
Adult arrest
Vandalism: defamation on property
August 12, 10:03 p.m. at Engineering Building
Information only
Possession of unlawful paraphernalia
August 13, 9:35 p.m. at Campus Village 2
Adult cited
Burglary
August 15, 8:32 a.m. at Dining Commons
Information only
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Everything to know about fall sports 
By Katie Hoedt
SPORTS EDITOR
When the Mountain 
West Conference (MW) 
decided to postpone all 
fall sports on Aug. 10, 
it left tons of questions 
among fans and students 
wondering how this 
would affect each 
fall sport. 
However, the one thing 
that remains clear is 
there will be an ongoing 
uncertainty regarding 
when each of these sports 
will resume. 
In an article posted on 
Aug. 10 by San Jose State 
Athletics, Mountain West 
Commissioner Craig 
Thompson discussed how 
the constantly changing 
public health orders has 
left the Mountain West
and other conferences 
having to adjust numer-
ous times for a season 
that is still up in the air. 
“Since the start of the 
pandemic, our member-
ship and staff have been 
working diligently to 
prepare for a fall sports 
season,” Thompson 
wrote. “We were hope-
ful we could carefully 
and responsibly conduct 
competition as originally 
scheduled with essential 
protocols in place. How-
ever, numerous external 
factors and unknowns 
outside our control made 
this difficult decision 
necessary.”
Similar to Mountain 
West, the Western Ath-
letic Conference (WAC) 
postponed the women’s 
soccer and men’s soccer 
seasons until Sept. 10.
In a news release from 
the WAC’s decision 
on the postponement, 
posted on July 15, they 
ensured that the board 
will continue to monitor 
changing COVID-19 con-
ditions and will conduct 
additional reviews as they 
become necessary. 
With the many chang-
es for both conferences, 
the Spartan Daily broke 
down each fall sport and 
what the plan is for them. 
Below is a list that was 
provided by Lawrence 
Fan, associate athletics 
director for football com-
munications and special 
projects. However, it 
must be noted these 
plans could change at 
any moment due to the
 uncertainty of the future 
of sports and COVID-19.
Fall WAC
Postponed  by 
conference on 8/13
Men’s Soccer
Traditional 
season: Conference:
Season 
status:
On-campus 
workouts: No
Traditional season:
Season status:
Football
Fall Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: Yes
Postponed by 
conference on 
8/10
Traditional season:
Season status:
Men’s Golf
Year-round Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: No
Fall season canceled by
conference on 8/5
JESUS TELLITUD | SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES
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Follow Katie on Twitter
@HoedtKatie
Willy Miranda, senior midfi elder
Nick Starkel, graduate student quarterback
Bryce Wortman, junior golfer
Traditional season:
Season status:
Men’s Waterpolo
Fall Conference: Golden Coast 
Conference
On-campus 
workouts: No
Postponed by 
conference on 7/31
Yahav Fire, sophomore goalkeeper
CHRISTIAN TRUJANO | SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES 
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Traditional season:
Season status:
Women’s Golf
Year-round Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: No
Fall season canceled 
by conference on 8/5
Traditional season:
Season status:
Women’s Soccer
Fall Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: No
Postponed by 
conference on 8/10
CHRISTIAN TRUJANO | SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES
CHRIS CORE | SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES 
Ariana Romero, junior goalkeeper
Traditional season:
Season status:
Women’s Tennis
Year-round Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: No
Fall season canceled by
conference on 8/5
Savannah Sendar, junior, women’s tennis
PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU ATHLETICS
Traditional season:
Season status:
Men’s & Women’s Cross Country
Fall Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: No
Postponed by 
conference on 8/10 
Luis Chavez, junior, men’s cross country
Savanna Perez,  senior, women’s cross country
Traditional season:
Season status:
Women’s Volleyball
Fall Conference: MW
On-campus 
workouts: Yes
Postponed by 
conference on 8/10
Makayla Lewis, sophomore outside hitter
PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU ATHLETICS
Natasha Andre Oon, junior golfer
MAURICIO LA PLANTE | SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES 
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TikTok is not stealing your data
ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA
Samantha Herrera
STAFF WRITER
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Th e ban on TikTok doesn’t 
make sense because with so 
much American infl uence 
in the company, China 
isn’t able to steal our data 
through TikTok.
TikTok, a Chinese-owned 
video-sharing platform, with 
over 100 million Americans 
using the app, is the target of 
Executive Order 13873 issued 
by the Trump administration, 
which would ban the app in 
the U.S.
If the Trump 
administration bans TikTok, 
then the only thing that’s 
going to be accomplished is 
millions of young Americans 
missing out on the chance 
to have a laugh over 
funny videos. 
Trump and his 
administration say that 
because TikTok collects 
data on its users, this could 
potentially lead to a national 
security risk. Th is is because 
Trump’s advisers have started 
to zero in on technology 
companies which they say 
are beholden to the Chinese 
government through security 
laws, according to a Aug. 6 
New York Times article.    
Th e executive order 
states that, “Th e spread in 
the United States of mobile 
applications developed and 
owned by companies in the 
People’s Republic of China 
continues to threaten the 
national security, foreign 
policy and economy of the 
United States. At this time, 
action must be taken to 
address the threat posed by 
one mobile application in 
particular, TikTok.” 
However, TikTok won’t be 
able to give American data 
to Chinese offi  cials when 
American employees are 
working within the company. 
According to a July 21 
Forbes article, TikTok 
currently has 1,400 American 
employees working for them 
and is planning to add 
10,000 more Americans to 
the company in the next 
three years. With this many 
Americans working for 
TikTok, it’s highly unlikely 
that the company is forking 
over American users’ data 
to Chinese offi  cials without 
American employees 
knowing about it. 
Hilary McQuaide, 
TikTok’s spokesperson, 
said in a July 9 TechCrunch 
article, “We have never 
provided user data to the 
Chinese government, nor 
would we do so if asked.” 
McQuaide also goes on 
to say that TikTok is not 
a threat, and its roots are 
fi rmly grounded in the 
United States. 
TikTok has pointed out 
that along with its CEO being 
an American businessman, 
Kevin Mayer, its data is 
stored on servers in the U.S. 
and they would let outside 
experts and regulators 
examine their data to prove 
that it’s not sharing data 
with authorities in China, as 
reported in an Aug. 7 episode 
of “Consider Th is” by NPR. 
If China is trying to collect 
American user data through 
the app, then it’s assumed 
that they would ask more in-
depth questions while users 
are signing up to make an 
account. However, TikTok 
doesn’t ask any abnormal 
questions to new users. Just 
like any other social media 
platform, TikTok asks for a 
username, password and an 
email address.
 Also, anyone can access 
the app’s content without 
having an account, just 
like every other social 
media platform.   
If Chinese offi  cials were 
trying to retain American 
data, they would need to use 
an app more prominently 
used by signifi cant American 
leaders. However, in the 
United States, 60% of TikTok 
users are between the ages 
of 16 and 24, according to 
a November 2019 release 
from Reuters. 
With that being said, it’s 
highly unlikely that Chinese 
offi  cials are interested in 
what’s being posted on 
TikTok by young Americans. 
Almost every video you 
see while scrolling through 
the app is of entertaining 
content such as dancing, 
pets, tarot card readings 
and pranks. 
TikTok shouldn’t be 
banned in the U.S. because 
it isn’t being used by the 
Chinese government to 
obtain American data. 
Follow Samantha Herrera
@sammiherreraa_
stay connected
FACEBOOK: 
spartandaily
TWITTER: 
@spartandaily
INSTAGRAM:
@spartandaily
YOUTUBE:
spartandailyYT
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The “Gracias” mural is dedicated to saying “thank you” to the essential workers helping the community during the pandemic, ranging from doctors to farmers. 
By Christian Trujano
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Top: The Sunset Bridge Project is a community art space connecting the 
two sides of Sunset Avenue in east San Jose south of Highway 680, passing 
Highway 101.
Middle: A central theme or word is chosen for the competing artists in the 
“Style Wars” as they interpret it in their own style
Bottom: Local artist Renee Sandoval paints a new mural for the Sunset 
Bridge Project.
In a summer fi lled with 
protests for racial injustice 
and a global pandemic that 
left  many stuck inside their 
homes, one thing hasn’t 
changed: local artists covering 
the city with murals and other 
colorful artwork.
You might see some of 
these murals while walking in 
Downtown San Jose. In early 
June, many of San Jose’s local 
muralists and artists came 
together to create murals of 
hope for the community to 
see and remind themselves 
to be hopeful in these 
trying times.
Just south of Highway 680, 
passing Highway 101, you’ll 
fi nd this space for artists to 
practice murals and spray 
painting openly, without the 
fear of getting arrested.
Th e Sunset Bridge Project 
is a public art and community 
space located underneath 
each side of a pedestrian 
bridge connecting the two 
sides of Sunset Avenue in east 
San Jose. 
Originally starting on the 
LaVonne Avenue and Sunset 
Avenue side over a year ago, 
4-by-8 feet wooden board 
panels were painted and hung 
on fences by local artists and 
community members who 
were invited to take over 
the space.
But with the recent civil 
unrest following George 
Floyd’s death and many weeks 
of protesting, organizers of the 
space said this community 
project would help unify 
artists to create stylistic murals 
of the word “hope” on the 
Lyons Avenue side. Th is was 
made possible with the help of 
the city to allow for artists to 
legally paint over brick walls 
on that side of the bridge.
“It’s very hard to 
misconstrue what the word 
hope means,” said Jose 
Mancillas, one of the artists 
and developers of the space. 
“As long as us as creatives, as a 
community, as human beings 
decide to make sure that 
[hope] never dies out.”
Th ese walls were created 
for what’s known as “Style 
Wars,” an artist showdown 
of various painting styles. 
A central theme or word is 
chosen for the “wars” and each 
competing artist interprets it 
in their own style.
Th e evenly divided brick 
walls are covered with 
everything from intricately 
colorful woven textures of the 
word, to caricatures in classic 
graffi  ti style next to the word. 
Th e competition took place 
on June 6-7 originally as a 
public event. But Mancillas 
said because of the shelter-
in-place order, the event was 
almost canceled, eventually 
settling on being limited to 
artists only.
Mancillas said the word 
hope has no political affi  liation 
and was the perfect theme 
for the event because hope is 
never going to die out.
“When people come down 
the bridge, they read hope 
so many times in so many 
diff erent ways, that I say by the 
time they get to the bottom 
of the bridge, they have no 
option but to cultivate hope,” 
Mancillas said.
But if you rewind more 
than a year ago, this space 
wasn’t quite the art and culture 
sanctuary it is now. 
Raymond Hewett, a six-
year resident on the Sunset 
and Lyons Drive side living on 
the other side of the painted 
walls, said about 99% of the 
crime he used to see there is 
gone.
“When I fi rst came a couple 
of years ago, it was really 
really bad . . . once or twice, 
they started trying to set fi re 
there,” Hewett said referring 
to homeless people in the area.
However, that changed 
when Mancillas connected 
with Justin Triano, director of 
Community Express, a local 
nonprofi t wishing to connect 
communities through art 
and culture.
Triano has previously 
worked with the nonprofi t’s 
bicycle advocacy group to 
organize the San Jose Bike 
Party where everyone in the 
city is invited on a unifi ed bike 
ride.
He said city offi  cials in 
San Jose reached out to 
them wanting to make the 
Sunset bridge a designated 
bike route. Eventually 
they decided on another 
route, leaving Sunset as a 
pedestrian bridge. 
Triano used this 
opportunity to create new 
spaces for art and culture once 
he connected with Mancillas, 
who wanted to expand the 
Sunset Bridge Project to the 
Lyons Drive side.
When Mancillas and Renee 
Sandoval, co-developer of the 
space, crossed the other side of 
the bridge and saw the line of 
brick walls near Lyons Drive, 
Mancillas said they knew it 
was perfect.
But they had to address 
the crime and homelessness 
issues fi rst.
“You would walk in here 
and you would see people 
in the corners shooting 
up and smoking crack,” 
Mancillas said. “Th at was the 
biggest challenge.”
Eventually Triano began 
working with the City Council 
and the community to host 
bridge cleanups and worked 
with neighbors to ensure the 
bridge stayed clean and was 
being taken care of.
Raymond Hewett said he 
enjoys the artists’ work and 
that he and other neighbors 
support the art space.
“As far as I know, 
everybody sort of liked it 
. . . they were all very happy, 
because they didn’t see any 
bad people jumping over the 
fence and bring bad things 
there,” he said.
But Hewett said he still 
believes there needs to be 
more eff orts from the city 
to do something about the 
homeless issue in San Jose.   
     Hewett along with Triano 
said there needs to be more 
aid from the local government 
to help maintain the space, 
but Triano said that when 
working with bureaucratic 
aff airs, it usually takes a long 
time to get anything done.
But that wasn’t the end 
of the battle to maintain 
this space.
Triano said it has been 
diffi  cult on the legislative side 
of things in developing the 
space while working with city 
and state organizations.
He said that between 
organizations and the city, 
there have been ups and 
downs mainly because 
the space’s concept is 
relatively new.
“Th e city doesn’t necessarily 
have pathways for people 
like us that want to be like a 
steward of a troubled area,” 
he said. “So it’s been a diffi  cult 
process in telling the city 
. . . there’s a lack of attention 
on their ends and a lack of 
resources.”
He said even though the 
community wants to provide 
the resources and time to 
watch over the space, the lack 
of guiding regulations cause 
homeless people to return.
Triano added that the 
struggle is in maintaining the 
space, seeing that the area 
has been used for homeless 
shelter.
He said some steal the 
artists’ large plywoods for 
shelter against the rain 
which happened to one 
of Sandoval’s murals. But 
Triano said sometimes it can’t 
be helped.
“Sometimes, you know, 
we kind of just let it happen 
because, like, it was during 
the rainy season so . . . they 
probably needed more than 
us at this point,” he said.
But Triano and Mancillas 
are optimistic, and with more 
control of the space and 
pioneering a pathway for legal 
walls, they want to start giving 
it back to the community and 
looking for other spots.
Th ey aim to expand Sunset 
and hold more workshops, 
from graffi  ti to gardening, 
and create an educational 
space. Mancillas said they 
even had people use the 
space to share de-escalation 
tactics and medical tips 
at protests.
Ideally they would have a 
more hands off  approach later 
with the neighborhood taking 
over and having the space 
consistently open.
Triano and Mancillas both 
said they want to see it become 
a travel route stop for people 
to see the art, check out native 
plants at the community 
garden and for other San 
Jose artists to practice 
their skills like the original 
hope muralists.
Mancillas added that 
although graffi  ti is a sport 
centered around the ego, 
he wishes that with the 
messages of hope, artists 
will push the boundaries 
of their artistic direction 
telling a story regarding their 
culture, their community or 
overall growth.
“Th is isn’t just for you to 
come here and write your 
name . . . I want you to think 
a little bit deeper, think 
about what it is that you’re 
saying, who is it that you’re 
saying it to and what is the 
outcome that you want,” 
Mancillas said.
He said the beauty of 
having this space is it becomes 
a place for people who might 
not fall within the “fi ne art” 
category or Downtown 
San Jose gallery art scenes, 
to not give up on honing 
their talents.
“To me, this shit has a lot 
more soul,” Mancillas said. 
“No off ense to the gallery 
artists . . . but I think when 
you got a nice A/C’ed spot
 . . . that’s a little diff erent 
from you being out here in 
the sun, being out here in 
the dirt, being out here with 
the elements.”
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To me, this shit has 
a lot more soul.
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San Jose muralist 
SJ artists use murals as symbols of hope
